	SCRIPT

PC: I’m Pete Coors and I approved this message.

VO: Ken Salazar’s tax agenda just got more expensive.  Salazar first supported a one hundred and forty two billion tax hike.

Now he supports a two hundred and seventy eight billion dollar tax increase.

Salazar’s high tax agenda will force a Colorado family of four to pay fifteen hundred dollars a year in higher taxes.

He supports the Clinton-Kerry tax increase on Social Security benefits.

Ken Salazar – the cost of his tax agenda just keeps going up and up and up.

Colorado, hold on to your wallets.


	VERIFICATION
Ken Salazar favors repealing the tax cuts for the “wealthiest Americans.”  “Not only does he seek to roll back those tax cuts he says apply to the wealthy (but which include many of the small business owners who generate the bulk of job growth), he also has proposed a bewilderingly complex series of tax incentives meant to promote domestic manufacturing and keep jobs from being moved offshore.”  (Editorial, Ken Salazar for U.S. Senate, Rocky Mountain News, October 9, 2004)
Salazar said he would roll back those tax cuts for the richest Americans.  (Charles Ashby, Parting shots: Senate candidates fire final campaign salvos, The Pueblo Chieftain, October 15, 2004)
According to the Center for Data Analysis at The Heritage Foundation, this repeal would result in a tax increase of $142.7 billion over six years (2005-2010).  Ken Salazar would increase the top bracket from 35 to 39.6 percent.  (Ralph A. Rector, Ph.D, “The Revenue Effects of Reinstating the Top Tax Rates,” The Heritage Foundation Website: http://www.heritage.org/Research/Taxes/wm568.cfm, accessed October 20, 2004) 
“The Concord group estimates that Mr. Kerry's proposal to repeal "tax cuts for the wealthiest Americans'' would raise $278 billion in revenue in 10 years, while his proposal to modify the estate tax, now scheduled to be phased out, would generate $8 billion.”  (Robert Pear, Bush and Kerry Pushing Domestic Plans, Leaving off Price Tags, The New York Times, October 13, 2004, website:
http://www.nytimes.com/2004/10/13/politics/campaign/13spend.html?ex=1098417600&en=901db9f2e89b6c74&ei=5070&8bl, accessed October 20, 2004) 
Cost of repealing upper income tax cuts: $278 billion as of October 7, 2004.

The Concord Coalition, website: http://www.concordcoalition.org/federal_budget/041007issuebrief.pdf, accessed October 20, 2004) 
“However, according to estimates by the Tax Policy Center (jointly operated by the Urban Institute and Brookings Institution), early repeal of those tax cuts would yield only about $278 billion.”  (Bruce Bartlett, Kerry Tax Plan: Them vs. Us, National Center for Policy Analysis, October 8, 2004, website:
http://www.ncpa.org/pub/ba/ba487/, accessed October 20, 2004)
111 million individuals and families will receive an average tax cut of $1,586 in 2004 because of the tax cuts of 2001 and 2003.  (U.S. Department of the Treasury, website: http://www.treas.gov/press/releases/js1201.htm, accessed October 20, 2004)
According to US Treasury Secretary John Snow, (in a speech dated November 13, 2003 to the Tax Foundation in Washington, DC), if the 2001 and 2003 tax relief acts were to expire now, it would raise taxes by an average of $1,544 for 109 million taxpayers in 2003.  

Ken Salazar and John Kerry have nearly identical spending and tax plans.  The average taxpayer will have to pay $1,771 in taxes per year to finance the laundry list of new spending proposals put forth by Kerry in the campaign. In fact, this would completely wipe out all the tax reductions put forth in the 2001 and 2003 tax cuts.  (Americans for Tax Reform, website: http://www.atr.org/pdf_oct04/atr-kerry-healthtax.pdf, accessed October 20, 2004)

Coors’ Tax Plan Proposes “Older People Would No Longer Pay Taxes On Their Social Security Benefits.”  (Mark P. Couch, “Tax Cuts Move Into Spotlight In Colorado’s Senate Contest,” The Denver Post, September 19, 2004)
Ken Salazar’s Tax Plan Does Not Address Relief For Older Americans Paying Taxes On Their Social Security Benefit.  (Mark P. Couch, “Tax Cuts Move Into Spotlight In Colorado’s Senate Contest,” The Denver Post, September 19, 2004; Salazar For Senate Website, www.salazarforcolorado.com/the_issues/jobs_and_economy.html, Accessed October 6, 2004; Salazar For Senate Website, www.salazarforcolorado.com/images/pdf/jobs_and_economy.pdf, Accessed October 6, 2004)

In 2003, Democrats Rejected A Republican Sponsored Amendment To Repeal The 1993 Social Security Benefits Tax Increase.  “Bunning, R-Ky., amendment that would increase tax cuts in the resolution by $145.6 billion by repealing the 1993 Social Security benefits tax increase.”  (S. Con. Res. 23, CQ Vote #94: Rejected 48-51: R 48-3; D 0-47; I; 0-1, March 25, 2003)

The 1993 Budget Bill Increased Taxes On Seniors Making As Little As $34,000 Per Year. “The 1993 budget deal – which passed by one vote, with Kerry’s support … raised taxes on millions of middle-income retirees, by subjecting more of their Social Security benefits to taxation. The hike amounted to at least several hundred dollars a year for elderly couples with incomes starting at $44,000 a year, or individuals making at least $34,000 a year.” (“The Debate: Sorting Out Fact From Fiction,” The Boston Globe, April 10, 1996)




